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THERE  are  few  difeafes,  per¬ 
haps,  that  have  admitted  of 
more  controverfy  among  practition¬ 
ers,  than  that  which  is  the  fubjed  of 
the  following  effay. 

I  do  not  mean  to  enter  largely  into 
the  field  of  argument,  or  offer  any 
thing  abfolutely  new  on  this  fubjed. 
- After  this  declaration,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  trad:  may  poflibly  appear  fu- 
perfluous ;  but  I  hope  the  intention 
with  which  I  venture,  with  the  great- 
eft  diffidence,  to  fend  it  into  the 
world,  will  plead  in  its  behalf. 

I  have  taken  the  pains  to  perufe 
the  writings  of  feveral  of  the  moft 
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eminent  of  the  old  and  modern  prac¬ 
titioners  on  this  fubjed  j — and  have 
obferved,  amongft  fome  of  the  former, 
an  unaccountable  diverhty  of  fenti- 
ment ;  fome  prefcribing  venaefedion 
and  evacuations,  where  others  abfo- 
lutely  prohibit  them  ;  fome  recom¬ 
mending  aromatic,  fpirituous,  and 
heating  applications,  as  well  as  inter¬ 
nal  remedies  of  the  fame  clafs  j — 
whilft  others  propofe  cooling  ones : — 
and  this  frequently,  without  fpecify- 
ing  the  particular  circumflances 
wherein  either  the  one  or  the  other 
•Ihould  or  fhould  not  be  made  ufe  of. 
~ — — From  this  fource,  I  reafonably 
fuppofe  it  is  owing,  that  this  difeafe  is 
frequently  maltreated,  and  fuch  fatal 
confequences  fo  often  enfue. — Various 
alfo  have  been  the  conjedures  con¬ 
cerning  the  Bate  of  the  Bile,  produc¬ 
ing  this  difeafe ;  all,  however,  agree- 
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ing  that  it  is  in  confequence  of  fome 
bilious  humour  in  the  blood,  or  bili¬ 
ous  ferum  ; — which,  by  the  bye,  in 
no  wife  •  clears  up  the  argument, 
which  is,- — what  Plate  that  Bile  is  in, 
fo  mixed  with  the  blood,  to  be  capa¬ 
ble  of  producing  an  Eryfipelas  ? - - 

True  it  is,  that  attempts  have  been 
made  to  explain  all  the  phenomena 
ariling  from  different  Bates  of  the 
Bile  ; — words,  indeed,  have  been  in¬ 
vented  and  made  ufe  of  to  explain 
ideas,  and  appearances,  which,  in  my 
humble  opinion,  they  do  not. — How¬ 
ever,  for  form-fake  (or  rather  as  mat¬ 
ter  of  curiofity)  I  have  given  a  flight 
fketch  of  thofe  doctrines  which  affirm 
the  exiftence  of  a  vitelline ,  porraceous , 
and  eeruginous  Bile  ; — terms  made  ufe 
of  to  exprefs  thofe  appearances  that 
take  place  from  a  degeneracy  of  the 
faid  fluid,  owing  to  bad  diet,  Non¬ 
ob  ferv- 
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obfervance  of  what  are  called  the  Mon¬ 
naturals,  and  fometimes  from  feme 
fecret  unknown  caufe  — . Another  term, 
made  ule  of,  is,  Melancholy  ^  whereby 
is  meant  to  exprefs  fuch  a  particu¬ 
lar  flate  of  the  Bile,  cr  habit  of  body, 
as  is  frequently  attendant  on  people 
of  a  fullen,  morofe,  envious,  and  on 
others  of  a  fanciful  difpolition  •  and 
is  fuppofed  to  lay  the  foundation  for 
hypochondriac  affe&ions,  Scirrhi,  and 

Cancers. — - - With  thofe  kind  of 

doctrines,  the  fcience  of  medicine  is 
too  often  bewildered,  and  common 
fenfe  too  often  excluded,  to  make 

way  for  pompous  theories  a  pri¬ 
ori. 


I  have  thought  it  needlefs  to  men¬ 
tion  in  the  following  eflay,  the  opi¬ 
nions  of  all  the  authors  I  have  perufed 
on  this  fubjedt;  I  have  only  taken  no¬ 
tice 
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tice  of  fuch  whofe  authorities  are  moft 
defervinp-  of  attention  ;  and  whofe 
opinions  I  thought  would  beft  anfwer 
my  purpofe,  in  elucidating  the  nature 
of  this  difeafe ;  and  thereby  to  lay 
down  plain  arguments  for  a  rational 
practice  in  every  particular  Hate  of  it. 
1  have  alfo  occalionally  added  fuch 
obfervations  of  my  own,  as  I  have  had 
an  opportunity  of  making  in  private 
practice ;  which  I  hope  will  meet 
with  the  approbation  of  all  thofe  who 
are  converfant  in  the  fcience  of  medi¬ 
cine. - And  if  any  thing  I  have  ad¬ 

vanced  fhould  be  a  means  of  afford¬ 
ing  a  fafe  treatment,  and  the  leafl:  re¬ 
lief  to  any  one  affli&ed  with  this  pre¬ 
carious  diforder,  my  intention  will  be 
fully  anfwered,  and  I  hope  it  will  be 
a  fufficient  apology  for  this  intrufion 
on  the  public. 
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OF  THE  ERYSIPELAS. 

Before  i  enter  on  the  various  and 
moft  fuccefsful  methods  of  treating 
this  difeafe,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to 
examine  the  opinions  of  fome  of  the  old  as 
well  as  more  modern  writers  on  this  fubjedt. 
— It  was  called  by  the  Greeks  tpv<rtve and 
by  the  Latins,  Ignis  Sacer 

It  has  been  the  opinion  of  Phyficians 
from  the  earlieft  ages  of  phyfic,  (whole 
writings  have  been  tranfmitted  to  us)  that 
this  difeafe  arifes  from  a  peculiar  ftate  or  qua¬ 
lity  of  the  Bile. 

Fabricius  ab  Aquapendente  exprefsly  fays, 
“  Fit  autem  Eryfipelas  a  biliofo  humore 


*  It  is  not  neceffary  in  this  place  to  pay  a  vifit  to 
the  {brine  of  St.  Anthony,  in  order  to  enquire  into  the 
reafon  why  this  diforder  bears  his  name,  any  more  than 
to  gain  information  concerning  the  belt  method  of 
curing  it. 

t  Hippocrates,  Galen,  &c. 

B  but 
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but  then  he  imagines  there  are  different  forts 
of  Bile,  and  from  different  fources  of  fecre- 

r  ■  \ 

lion  ;  one  fort,  which  he  fuppofes  to  he  fe- 
cerned  in  the  ffomach,  he  defcribes  to  be 
humor  biiiofus,  porraceus,  vitellinus  & 
aeruginofus,”  and  is  feparated  from  the  dif¬ 
ferent  aliment  received  into  the  ftomach,  and 
from  forne  kinds  of  food  more  than  others, 
and  mentions  onions,  garlick,  muftard,  and 
the  nafturtia,  as  affording  it  particularly,  but 
at  the  fame  time  fays,  44  a  quibus  humoribus 
non  fiant  Eryfepelata fo  that  he  don’t  ftip- 
poie  the  Eryfipelas  takes  its  rile  from  that 
fort  of  Bile.  He  then  adds,  46  fit  igitur  Ery¬ 
fipelas  a  biliofo  humore,  qui  in  hepate  gigni- 
tur  :  &  hie  duplex  eft,  alius  alimentarius, 
alius  excrementitius.”  So  that  he  fuppofes 
two  kinds,  or  ratherftates,  of  the  Bile  fecerned 
in  the  liver;  the  former,  which  he  calls 'ali¬ 
mentary  Bile,  to  be  44  calidior,  &  ficcior,  & 
tenuiflima  fanguinis  pars,  qiiarin  mafia  fan- 
guinea  continetur,”  and  the  latter,  which  he 
calls  the  excrementitious  Bile,  to  be  that  only, 
"4  quae  in  feilis  veficulam  demittitur,  ut  poft- 
modum  in  inteftina  evacuetur,”— Thus  hav¬ 
ing  fettled  his  theory  of  thefe  different  kinds 
of  Bile,  he  proceeds  to  examine  from  which 
fort  the  Eryfipelas  takes  its  rife ;  in  doing  of 

which, 
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which,  he  quotes  Galen’s  opinion,  who  fup- 
pofes  that  it  arifes  from  both  forts,  namely, 
the  alimentary  and  excrementitious  ;  where 
he  fays,  66  Amara  Bilis  in  toto  corpore,  regi- 
u m  morbum,  in  una  particula  Eryfipelas 
facit  :  fed  idterus  fit  a  Bile  excrementitia, 
dum  meatus  veficae  fellis  obftruuntur.”  Then 
fays  he  (Capit:  primo,  lib.fecundo,  adGlauc:) 
66  Eryfepelata  fieri  a  fanguine  tenuiffimo ; 
ac  promae  a  Bile  alimentana  — for  though 
at  the  fame  time  that  he  declares  that  the 
Eryfipelas  may  be  produced  by  the  excre¬ 
mentitious  Bile,  as  he  calls  it,  yet,  fays  he, 
experience  allures  me  that  it  almoft  always 
takes  its  rife  from  the  fineft  part  of  the  blood, 
which  he  calls  the  Alimentary  Bile. 

He  then  feems  to  be  puzzled  to  account  for 
two  apparently  different  difeafes  being  produ¬ 
ced  from  the  fame  caufe  :  for,  fays  he, 
“  Quod  fi  icterus  &  Eryfipelas  fiunt  ab  una 
&  eadem  Bile,  nimirum  excrementitia  he 
then  afks,  “  Qui  fit,  quod  hi  duo  morbi  tan- 
turn  a  fe  invicem  differunt  ?”  For  he  ob- 
ferves  the  Idterus  and  Eryfipelas  differ  in  many 
more  refpedts  than  Galen  imagined,  namely, 
in  the  part  affedted,  for  as  he  fays,  66  I&erus 
enim  plerumque  fit  fine  febre,  Eryfipelas  cum 

B  z  febre  ; 
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febre;  i&erus  nondolet,  habetcolorem  fiavum 
feu  citrinum;  Eryfipelas  dolet,  &  habet  colo- 
rem  rubrum  fed  clarum  and  then  con¬ 
cludes  the  debate  without  clearing  it  up  any 
otherways  than  by  faying,  he  is  perluaded  that 
the  Eryfipelas  v  is  always  produced  by  the 
Alimentary  Bile. 

He  next  proceeds  to  account  in  what  man¬ 
ner  this  Bihs  Alimentaria  produces  the  differ¬ 
ent  kinds  of  Eryfepelata. 

If,  fays  he,  it  recedes  from  its  proper  natu¬ 
ral  ftate,  and  flows  to  any  particular  part,  it 
pioduces  an  Eryfipelas — but  he  obferves,  it 
may  alfo  offend  in  quantity  as  well  as  quality, 
and  lays,  that  if  it  is  encreafed  in  more  than  a 
fufficient  quantity  to  anfwer  its  falutary  pur- 
pofes,  (fuppofing  its  quality  not  altered) 
and  flows  to  a  particular  part,  that  it  will  then 

occafion  an  Eryfipelas.- - -Again,  he  fays,  if 

the  Bile  is  altered  in  its  quality  or  fubftance, 
by  being  rendered  hotter  and  more  acrid,  it 
then  aflumes  a  corrofive  power,  whence  pro¬ 
ceeds  the  herpes  exedens — and  if  mixed  with 
other  humours  or  blood,  it  then  occafions  the 
eryfepelatous  phlegmon  ;  if  with  pituita,  the 
eryfepelatous  oedema,  and  if  mixed  with  me¬ 
lancholy 
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lancholy  (as  he  calls  it)  it  then  produces  the 
Eryfipelas  Scirrhofum.  *. 

Next  he  proceeds  to  account  for  the  effetfts 
of  a  redundancy  merely  of  this  alimentary 
Bile,  and  fays,  that  it  affedts  the  internal  as 
well  as  external  parts,  but  profefles  to  treat 
only  of  the  latter. 

He  obferves  that  the  Eryfipelas  is  liable  to 
attack  any  external  part  of  the  body,  but  that 
it  mo  ft  commonly  affedts  the  part  about  the 
nofe  and  face,  and  the  reafon  he  gives  for  it  is, 
eo  quod  pars  haec  facillime  fanguine  te- 
nuiflimo  fuffunditur and  hkewife  fays,  it  of¬ 
ten  appears  in  the  legs. - 66  Quia  natura  a 

fanguine  biliofo  irretata,  eum  facile  ad  in- 
guina,  feu  emundtoria  fua  propellit ;  qui 
poftea  in  crura  defeendit.” — And,  hence,  he 
accounts  for  the  pains  that  are  felt  in  the 
inguina,  and  the  glandulous  tumours  of 
thofe  parts,  previous  f  (he  fays)  to  any  eryfe- 
pelatous  appearance  on  the  legs. 

He 


*  See  alfo  Ambrofe  Parey,  Chap.  xii. 
f  This  hypothecs  of  fuppofmg  the  Bile  to  be  carried 
from  the  liver  to  the  legs,  and  in  its  pafTage  thither  to  af¬ 
fect  the  inguina,  is  very  erroneous,  and  a  plain  proof 

that 
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.  He  next  obferves,  that  the  Eryfipelas  is  as 
rife  in  fummer  as  in  winter ;  for  in  the  fum- 
mer  the  body  abounds  more  with  this  bilious 
humour,  and  in  the  winter  the  pores  being 
more  contracted,  and  the  perfpiration  leflened, 
fo  that  he  accounts  for  an  accumulation  that 

way. - When,  therefore  (fays  he)  this 

fineft  part  of  the  blood  (the  alimentary  Bile) 
is  redundant  in  the  body,  the  ftronger  and 
more  refilling  parts  of  the  body,  drive  on  the 
blood,  fo  loaded  with  this  bilious  humour, 
to  parts  of  lefs  refiftance ;  nor  does  fuch  re- 
pulfive  force  ceafe,  until  the  bilious  humour 
is  carried  to  the  mufcles,  which  by  its  fub- 
tilty  it  penetrates  until  it  arrives  at  the  Ikin, 
in  which  (on  account  of  the  clofenefs  of  its 

that  the  lymphatic  fyftem  was  not  underftood  at  the 
time  this  opinion  prevailed;  for  we  now  know,  that  pain 
and  fwelling  in  the  inguen  attending  an  Eryfipelas  of 
the  Eg,  or  in  the  axilla  from  the  fame  kind  of  inflamma¬ 
tion  on  the  arm,  is  owing  to  the  lymphatic  veffels  of 
thofe  parts  being  affefied,  and  communicating  the  inflam¬ 
mation  to  thofe  lymphatic  gland's  in  the  groin  or  axilla 
through  which  they  pafs  in  their  way  to  the  thoracic 
du£f.  So  that  the  eryipelatous  matter,  with  regard  to 
thefe  tumors,  is  carried  up  the  limbs,  and  not,  as  our  au¬ 
thor  above  fuppofes,  downward  :  and  the  channel  through 
which  fuch  inflammation  pafles,  is  often  vifibly  difco- 
vered  by  a  red  inflamed  line,  palling  from  the  Eryfipe¬ 
las  to  the  tumour  above  it, 

4  texture) 
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texture)  it  is  detained,  but  not  fo  totally 
lb  eked  up,  but  that,  by  its  extreme  tenuity,  it 
ipreads  itfelf  through  the  Ikin. 

He  next  proceeds  to  the  diagnoftic  lymp- 
toms  of  an  Eryfipelas,  which  he  fays,  are  heat, 
violent  pain,  and  red  colour  inclined  to  yel¬ 
low  - But  as  thefe  fymptoms  are  com¬ 

mon  with  thofe  of  a  mere  inflammatory  tu¬ 
mor,  he  proceeds  to  diftinguifh  them. — For 
in  a  phlegmon,  though  the  ikin  be  affected, 
yet  the  tumor  is  deeper  feated,  what  he  calls 
44  Subject  am  Carnem ”  and  the  part  affeded  is 
wholly  raifed  into  a  circumfcribed  tumour ; 
but  the  Eryfipelas  occupies  only  the  furface 
of  the  Ikin  +,  and  raifes  itfelf  fo  moderately 
and  diffufely,  that  it  is  hardly  perceivable, 

*  The  yellow  colour  attending  Eryfepelatous  tumours, 
was  by  the  Ancients  aferibed  to  the  Bile  they  contained." 

■ — But  experiment  has  of  late  years  proved  otherwife  ; 
for  fays  Baron  Van  Swieten ,  Novimus  hodie  ferum  fanp-ui- 

J  O 

nis  naturaliter  Havefcere ;  unde,  ubi  pauculum  rubri  cum 
multo  fero  hseret  in  vafis  ferofis  obftru&is,  h  inflammatis, 
color  ilie  ex  rubro  flavefcens  in  Parte  affe&a  oritur. — 
Vide  etiam  Inftitut.  Chirurg.  Nat.  Platneri,  §  157. 

f  Whether  the  Eryfipelas  is  primarily  only  an  affec¬ 
tion  of  the  fkin,  1  will  not  pretend  to  difpute,  but  this 
is  certain,  that  if  it  is  not  fpeedily  difperfed,  the  cellular 
membrane  foon  becomes  affe&ed,  and  forms  a  phlegmo- 
noid  tumour,  though  perhaps  not  entirely  circumfcribed. 

whence 
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whence  it  is  fuppofed  to  be  only  an  affection  of 
the  Ikin.  But  if,  as  it  fometimes  happens  in 
an  Erylipelas,  that  there  is  a  proper  circum- 
fcrihed  tumor,  he  calls  it  a  fpurious  one,  or 
non  exquljitum  JLryjipelas.  Next  he  diftinguilh- 
es  a  common  inflammation  from  an  Erylipe¬ 
las,  becaufe,  in  the  latter,  the  Ikin  is  far  hotter, 
and  in  a  little  time  becomes  fo  parched,  as  it 
were  burnt,  that  vefications  enlue ;  and  for 
this  reafon  the  eryfipelatous  fever  is  more  vio¬ 
lent  than  that  accompanying  a  phlegmon, 
becaufe  the  Bile  in  the  blood  is  of  a  much 
hotter  nature. — He  obferves,  alfo,  that  the 
Eryfipelatous  tumor  yields  to  the  touch  *, 
but  the  phlegmon  does  not  yield  to,  but  re¬ 
lifts  the  preflure  of  the  finger ;  again,  the 
rednefs  in  the  Eryfipelas  difappears  under  the 
touch,  and  that  part,  for  an  inftant,  becomes 
white,  but  then  returns  to  its  red  colour,  the 
contrary  of  which  is  obferved  in  the  phleg¬ 
mon. - Again,  that  in  the  Erylipelas  there 

is  not  that  degree  of  teftilion  which  there  is 
in  the  phlegmon  ;  and  what  is  more  dif- 
tinguilhable,  is,  that  in  a  common  phlegmon, 
the  inflammation  is  confined  to  one  particu¬ 
lar  part,  from  which  nothing  can  remove  it ; 
but  in  the  Eryfipelas  it  encreafes  and  fpreads 

%  Vide  etiam  Ambrofe  Parey. 

much* 
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much  ;  whence  an  inflammation  is  called  an 
Eiyfipelas,  when  the  neighbouring  parts  all 
wear  a  red  and  inflamed  alpedt _ Where¬ 

fore,  if  a  part  appears  of  a  diffufed  red  co¬ 
lour,  and  moderately,  or  infenfibly,  as  it 
were,  raifed  into  a  tumor ;  if  it  is  attended 
with  much  heat,  with  a  pungent  pain,  and 
pruritus  *,  is  not  tenfe,  and  does  not  refill  the 
touch,  and  fometimes  appears  in  one  place, 
and  fometimes  in  another ;  fuch  tumor  may 
be  juftly  called  the  true  Erylipelatous. 

The  proximate  caule  of  an  Eryfipelas  is 
therefore  a  defluxion  of  the  bilious  matter  on 
any  particular  part.— In  his  prognoses  of 
this  dileale,  he  obierves,  that  an  Eryfipelas 
arifmg  from  a  colledlion  of  pure  natural  yel¬ 
low  Bile,  is  void  of  danger,  and  unattended 
with  any  violent  difeafe,  or  bad  fymptoms  ; 
and  when  fuch  complaint  attacks  any  ex¬ 
ternal  pait,  it  is  thought  to  be  a  means  of 
relieving  the  internal  from  a  redundancy  of 
that  humour;  therefore,  lays  he,  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  thofe  complaints  ought  to  be  dili¬ 
gently  attended  to  ;  for  inafrnuch  as  it  is  a 

*  Membrum  quod  Eryfipelas  recepit,  non  tarn  dolet, 
fl,uam  prurit. - - Vide  Inftit.  Chirurg.  Rat.  Platneri. 

C  good 
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good  circumftance,  for  a  translation  of  the 
bilious  matter  to  happen  from  an  internal  to 
an  external  part ;  lb  is  the  contrary  accident 
attended  with  the  world  of  confequences. — 
As  for  in  fiance,  if  an  Eryiipelas  is  repelled 
from  the  face,  by  the  ufe  of  improper  me¬ 
dicines,  it  may  by  falling  on  the  meninges 
cerebri  occafion  a  phrenitis,  or  if  it  flies  to  the 
fauces,  an  angina. 

Hippocrates  likewife  obferves,  it  is  bad 
when  a  Suppuration  or  fioughinels  of  the  parts 
happen  in  the  Eryfipelas. — As  alio  if  it  (an 
Eryiipelas)  fhould  be  attendant  on  a  bone 
denuded  by  any  accident. 

In  going  through  the  defcription  of  this 
difeafe,  as  laid  down  by  Fabricius  ab  Aqua- 
pendente,  we  have  the  primary  caufe  of  it 
affigned,  together  with  the  diagnoftics  and 
prognoflics ;  in  which,  alio,  we  have  the 
opinions  of  the  molt  ancient  phyficians  quot¬ 
ed  on  this  fubjeft  *.  — —  It  is,  with  great 
truth  affirmed,  that  the  ancients  excelled 
much  in  the  defcription  of  the  diagnoftic 
fymtoms  of  difeafes,  and  I  think  it  is  im- 

*  Hippocrates^  Galen*  and  al(o  Celfus  and  /Etius. 

.  poflible 
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poffible  to  produce  any  cafe,  with  the  variety 
of  circumstances  attending  it,  that  could  be 
more  accurately  defcribed  than  the  above. — 
Serjeant  Wifeman,  I  fhould  fuppofe,  thought 
the  fame,  for  in  his  account  of  this  diieafe, 
he  feems  to  have  copied  Fabricius  ab  Aqua- 
pendente*s  Opinions  almoft  verbatim,  though 
(in  the  edition  I  have  of  his  works)  he  takes 
no  notice  of  flich  quotation  ;  therefore,  by 
many  it  may  be  thought,  that  all  he  advances 
on  the  fubjeft  is  his  own,  when,  by  perufing 
the  writings  of  the  ancients,  we  fhall  find  it  is 
to  them  we  owe  filch  an  accurate  defcription 
and  diftin&ion  of  this  difeafe*  But,  at  the 
fame  time  that  I  take  notice  of  the  ferje  ant’s 
filence,  in  not  naming  the  author  he  has 
copied,  I  commend  him  much,  for  tranf- 
cribing  his  fentiments  as  he  hath  done,  as  it 
fhews  how  fenfible  he  was  of  their  accuracy, 
and  that  it  would  be  impoffible  for  him  to 
vary  from  them,  and  lay  down  a  better  ac¬ 
count* 

Hence  we  find,  that  it  has  been  the  efta- 
blifhed  opinion  of  phyficians  for  many  ages 
paft,  that  the  Eryfipelas  arifes  from  a  par¬ 
ticular  ftate  of  the  Bile,  which  I  need  not  here 
again  defcribe,  as  it  is  fully  laid  down  above. 

C  %  —We 
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• - We  fhall  therefore,  now  offer  fome  con- 

fiderations  on  the  treatment  of  fuch  fymp- 
toms,  already  defcribed,  wherein  we  fhall 
take  notice  of  the  authorities  and  opinions  of 
fome  of  the  beft  writers  on  this  fubjeeh 

The  Eryfipelas  then  has  been  diftinguifhed 
into  two  kinds,  or  rather,  as  arifing  from  two 
different  caufes,  viz*  The  one,  which  is  cri- 

.  ■  w 

tical,  and  commonly  proves  a  lolution  of  a 
bilious  fever ;  and  the  other,  which  appears 
in  bilious  habits,  in  confequence  only  of  fome 
external  injury,  fuch  as  fradture,  bruife, 
wound,  fcald,  heat  of  the  fun,  or  fting  of  in¬ 
fers,  &c.  and  which  requires  different  treat¬ 
ment  from  the  former. 

i  ,;J  V.  I  X  - 

We  fhall  firft,  then,  confider  the  mod  ap~ 
proved  methods  of  treating  the  critical  Ery¬ 
fipelas. 

In  the  firft  attack  of  an  Eryfepelatous  fever, 
the  patient  is  commonly  feized  with  a  rigor, 
hot  (kin,  quick,  and  fometimes  pretty  ftrong 
pulfe,  head-ach,  naufea,  and  fometimes 
retchings  :  under  thefe  circumftances,  with¬ 
out  any  appearance  of  an  Eryfipelas,  if  the 
pulfe  is  pretty  ftrong,  the  firft  ftep  to  be  taken 

is 
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■k  phlebotomy,  in  a  cautions  degree,  that  is 
not  to  reduce  the  pulfe  much  ;  next  to  that  a 
folutioil  of  tartar  emetic  *  may  be  given 
cochleatim  to  empty  the  ftomach  thoroughly, 
and  ciftis  fellis,  which  very  often,  at  the  fame 
time,  fo  purges  the  patient,  as  perfectly  to 
clear  the  prims  vise  of  all  the  bilious  matter 
that  had  occafioned  the  firft  fymptoms ;  but 
in  cafe  it  fhould  not  prove  cathartic,  it  is  pro* 
per  (as  foon  as  the  ftomach  will  bear  it)  to 
give  a  folutive  mixture  of  tamarinds,  manna, 
and  iolubre  tartar,  until  it  produces  feveral 
ftools.— But,  if  thefe  neceflary  evacuations 
ftiould  not  have  been  premifed  time  enough 
to  prev  ent  the  progrefs  of  the  dileafe,  nature 
fometimes  throws  out  on  lome  external  part 
of  the  body  an  Eryfipelas,  and  in  proportion 
to  the  degree  of  inflammation  and  advance  of 

that,  tne  tevei  lubfides  or  continues. - - — Now 

it  is  a  matter  of  the  utmoft  confequence  to  the 
life  of  the  patient,  to  conduct  this  fpecies  of 
Eryfipelas  with  judgement  and  caution. 

All  forts  of  repellent  applications  are  ex* 
claimed  againft  by  fome  pradlitioners  in  every 

%  * 

It  has  been  found  that  the  tartar  emetic  is  particu¬ 
larly  efficacious  in  emptying  the  gall-bladder  and  eva¬ 
cuating  the  Bile,  both  by  the  ftomach  and  inteftines. 

kind 
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kind  of  Eryfepelatous  inflammation,  which 
feems  to  me  rather  extraordinary,  as  the  pro- 
priety  or  impropriety  of  their  uie  are  founded 
on  very  plain,  obvious,  and  reafonaole  ai gu- 
ments;  in  this  fpecies  of  Eryfipelas,  now  un¬ 
der  confideration,  their  ufe  muft  be  apparently 
improper' ,  but  in  the  other  ipecies  of  this  dif- 
eafe,  which  we  are  hereafter  to  coniider,  their 
exhibition  is  beyond  all  doubt  efficacious* 

It  is  a  well  known,  invariable,  and  ancient 
maxim  (according  to  the  aphorifm  of  Hippo¬ 
crates  '*)  that  if  there  happens  a  metaftafis  of 
the  morbific  matter  from  within  outwards, 
the  vifcera  (and  confequently  the  habit)  are 
relieved,  and  the  patient  recovers.-— But  ab 
dXteriori  introredire  malum, — the  fudden  re¬ 
turn  of  a  humour  inwards  is  a  bad  fign. - 

Baron  Van  Swieten  fays  the  fame  thing  + - 
— 66  Critice  autem  folvi  febrim  hanc,  ubi 
Eryfipelas  prodit  in  cutejsxterna  pariter  no- 
tavit  Sydenhamus  alibi,  fimulque  apparet  ra¬ 
tio,  quare  Hippocrates  damnaverit,  fi  Eryfipe¬ 
las  intro  verferetur^  &  contra  laudaverit,  fi 
foras  prodiret :  nova  enim  tunc  febns  accendi- 

*  Eryfipelas  foras  quidem,  introverti,  malum  .  intu^ 
vero  foras  bon  urn, 

t  Tom.  Secimdr,  §  593.  p. 

tur, 
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tur,  quando  intro  rapitur  Eryfipelas,  &  lum. 
mum  periculum  eft,  ne  illud  tunc  cerebrum, 

pulmones,  &c.  occupet.” - -Thus  we  fee 

that  nothing  lefs,  perhaps,  than  a  phrenitis, 
peripneumony,  or  angina,  may  be  the  confe- 
quence  of  repelling  the  humor  from  the  fur- 
face  ot  the  lkin  into  the  habit. 

It  is  on  tins  account,  and  no  other,  that  re¬ 
pellent  applications  in  the  critical  Eryfipelas 
are  highly  dangerous,  nay,  there  has  been 
much  dilpute  concerning  the  propriety  of 
venae  fed  ion  in  this  cafe,  and  it  has  been  ad¬ 
mitted  of  only  under  very  limited  reftrictions, 
left  it  fnould  occalion  a  retroceffion  of  the 
humour  *,  —  for  though  Paulus,  Celfus, Theo- 
dorus  Prifcianus,  and  fome  others,  recom¬ 
mend  the  opening  of  a  vein,  in  cafe  of  an  Ery- 
fepelatous  affecftion  of  the  fauces,  thereby  to 
prevent  the  fpreading  of  the  difeafe  to  the 
meninges  cerebri,  or  to  prevent  ftrangulation, 
and  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  very  judicious 
piaflice,  yet  Galen,  though  he  does  not  fay 

*  I"  °jmni  EryfiPel«e  male  plerumque  mittitur  fanguis, 

.  illud  plethora  magnaque  febris  &  junfla  inflamma- 
tio  poftulare  videantur.  Vide  Inftit.  Chirere.  rat. 

rlitnori  C* 
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that  It  Is  improper  to  let  blood  In  that  cafe, 
exprefsly  fays,  that  it  is  not  neceffary,  and 
recommends  fuch  medicines  only  as  evacuate 
Bile.  Alfo  Fabrit :  ab  Aquapendente  fays, 
cc  Si  Eryfipelas  genitum  eft  a  caufa  interna, 
perpetub  ventriculi  evacuatio  pnceedere  debet, 
mio  excepto  cafu  ;  qui  duas  includit  conditio- 
nes  ;  prima  fi  Eryfipelas  fit  admodum  diftans 
a  partibus  principibus;  altera  fi  calor  externus 
lit  valde  vehemens,  tunc  enim  cum  periculum 
lit,  ne  deftruatur  calor  nativus,  partis  etiamfi 
non  fuerit  habita  procuratio,  debere  mitiora 
refrigerantia  admovere,  ut  calor  infignis  term 
peretur.” — So  that  though  he  recommends 
evacuation  in  every  Eryfipelas,  from  an  inter” 
nal  caufe,  yet  if  the  parts  a  defied  be  at  a 
great  diftance  from  the  trunk  of  the  body,  he 
would  be  cautious  of  ufing  it,  or,  if  the  heat 
of  the  part  be  great :  and  adyifes  chiefly  the 
milder  refrigerants,  to  contempora te  the  heat, 
and  afterwards  proceed  to  evacuate  the  Bile 
by  purgatives  ;  and  for  the  lame  reafon,  urn 
der  thefe  circumftances,  venae  feflion  muft 
be  improper,  and  all  repellent  and  faturnine 
applications 

Since 

*  It  is  the  common  opinion  that  faturnine  applications 
are  repellent,  and  I  will  not  take  upon  me  to  aver  the 
j  contrary. 


« 
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Since  then  it  is  fo  obvious  that  every  thino> 
which  can  occafion  a  retroceffion  of  the  mon 
bific  matter  from  the  furface  of  the  body 
nuift  prove  injurious  to  the  patient ;  fo  it  is 
as  clear  that  every  fuch  Eryfipelas  Ihould  be 
encouraged,  for,  as  I  have  obferved  above 
in  proportion  as  the  external  inflammation 
advances,  lo  doth  the  fever  fubfide. 

When  therefore  a  fuperficial  inflammation 
appears  in  confequence  of  a  precedent  bilious 
^ever  •  ,  and  we  find,  that  after  fuch  an  Ery- 
upelas,  the  febrile  fymptoms  abate,  and  the 
pulle  finks,  we  Ihould  then  avoid  violent  eva¬ 
cuations  of  any  kind  ;  the  belly  Ihould  be 
moderately  kept  open,  with  the  mild  fubacid 

? 


contrary,  though  Motif.  Goulard  fays,  “  It  is  one  of  the 
greateft  errors  that  has  iljpt  into  the  praftice  of  furgerv  ” 
One  prejudice,  however,  againft  them,  my  own  obfer'va- 
tion  hath  removed,  which  is, — -  That  it  is  unfair,  to  ap- 
p.y  them  to  a  large  furface  of  the  body,  left  they  produce 
paralytic  effedtsf’-^to  which,  I  anfwer,  that  I  have  my- 
e  repeatedly  applied  the  extra#,  faturni  with  water, 
to  cover  whole  limbs,  and  ufed  it  as  a  fomentation  to 
vanous  and  large  furface*  of  the  body,  without  ever  per, 
cuving  the  .eaft  delitenous  effects  in  confequence  of  it. 

Oritur  etiam  ex  fi  febris  vel  alms  morbi 

matena,^  in  allquem  locum  incumbit,  locum  mutat,  & 
fanefcente  eo,  quern  prius  occupaverat,  in  id,  quod  inte- 
gwm  eft,  tranfit.  Vide  Inftit.  Chirurg.  rat.  Platneri, 
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antifeptic  aperients,  fuch  as  tamarinds,  caffia, 
crem.  tartar,  or  foluble  tartar;  and  the  patient 
take  frequently  of  fome  neutralized  faline  mix¬ 
ture,  avoiding  folid  animal  food,  and  every  kind 
of  greafy  fubftance ;  and  to  take  cyder,  or  old 
hock  and  water  for  common  drink  :  the  food 
fhould  confift  chiefly  of  panadoes,  gruels,  fa- 
go,  and  falep,  with  a  little  light  white  wine, 
acid  fruits  and  pulfe,  weak  chicken  broth, 
beet  tea,  ^cleared  of  all  fat  j  and  fuch  like  5 
but  if  there  fhould  be  much  heat  on  the  1km, 
and  the  pulfe  full,  then  the  drinks  fhould  be 
*  barley  water,  baume  tea,  lemonade,  impe¬ 
rial  drink,  and  rennet  whey  *,  of  either  of 
which  the  patient  fhould  drink  very  plenti¬ 
fully,  to  temperate  the  heat,  to  carry  off  as 
much  as  poffible  of  the  bilious  matter  by  the 
kidneys,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  coirefl  its 
acrimony,  and  in  this  laft  cafe  muff  avoid  all 
wine  and  animal  broths  :  the  Eryfipelas  itfelf 
fhould  be  bathed  with  foft  emollient  fomenta¬ 
tions,  of  which  the  decoft.  falvise,  with  a  fo- 
lution  of  caflile  foap,  Serjeant  Wifeman  re¬ 
commends,  as  a  very  good  one,  after  the  uie 
of  which,  he  applies  a  cerate  of  wax  and  oil, 
or,  perhaps,  any  other  foft  fomentation  would 

*  The  ancients,  in  this  cafe,  recommend  plain  water, 
and  the  ferum  caprinum#  Vide  Fabrit.  ab  Aquap. 

do 
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f°  aS  Wel1’  aml  a  fimP]e  bread  and  milk  poui- 
1C£’  0r  a;^  thm§'  ot  this  kind,  which  would 
anfwer  the  purpofe  of  breathing  out  the  hu¬ 
mour  as  he  terms  it.  If  the  ikin  fhould  ve- 
ficam,  he  recommends  (hipping  the  bliffers  to 

°U  ti!e  ho!:  ferum>  and  if  they  fhould 
piove  fore,  to  apply  ungt.  tuth,  and  feveral 
other  things;  but  in  that  cafe,  there  is  no¬ 
thing,  in  my  opinion,  fo  elegible  as  a  mixture 
of  aqua  calcis  and  oleum  Uni,  which  will 
icon  heal  them  up,  and  at  the  fame  time  that 
it  is  of  a  healing  and  cooling  nature,  it  is-  in 
no  wife  repellent. -By  a  ftri&  adherence  to 
the  above-mentioned  method  of  treatment 

111  ti:f  “at(:  of  the  difeafe,  the  febrile  heat* 
together  with  all  the  fymptoms  arifing  from 

a  hot  and  acrid  ftate  of  the  Bile,  will  be  ear¬ 
ned  on,  and  the  Eryfipelas  gradually  difap- 
pear  leaving  the  Ikin  in  a  very  feurfy  ffrte 
Winch  foon  rubs  off,  and  the  natural  ap¬ 
pearance  in  a  little  time  returns,  after  which, 
if  there  fhould  be  any  laxity,  or  oedema  left 
in  the  parts,  it  will  be  proper  to  apply  fome 
pintuous  embrocation,  and  to  adminifter  the 
bark  with  the  vitriolic  acid  internally,  and 
afro,  occafionally  to  exhibit  a  dofe  of  rhubarb’ 
and  to  allow  the  patient  a  moderate  ufe  of 
wine,  with  a  fuller  diet  in  every  other  re- 
hpetft;  and  for  common  drink,  fome  Ijoht 
chalybeate  water.  Tx 

^  2  But, 
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But,  if  inftead  of  an  oedema  there  lhoukl  be 
a  hard  indolent  tumor  remain  after  the  Ery- 
fepelatous  blulh  is  gone  oft,  and  the  patient 
free  of  all  other  complaints,  then  Other  means 
are  to  be  ufed,  and  inftead  of  applying  fpi 
rituous  applications,  we  muft  make  ufe  of 
foftening  refolvent  ones,  luch  as  mucilage- 
nous  and  faponaceous  Cerates  ;  and  I  would 
recommend  a  weak  preparation  of  ung. 
caeruleum,  to  anoint  the  part  with,  previ¬ 
ous  to  the  application  of  fuch  cerates,  as,  alfo, 
to  give  the  patient  fmall  dofes  of  calomel, 
ioined  with  the  pH.  faponacea  every  night, 
the  bark  in  the  courfe  of  the  day,  and  oc- 
cafionally  a  dofe  of  rhubarb,  to  check  any 

violent  effeft  of  the  calomel. - But,  again, 

'if  the  Evyfipelas  fhould  not  go  oft  in  the 
above-mentioned  manner,  leaving  only  ^ 
fcurfinefs  of  the  lkln,  an  oeciemaj  or  tiard  tu 
mor,  but  fhould  put  on  a  deep  red,  or  livid 
colour,  and  feem  inclined  to  fuppurate 
[which  is  almoft  always  the  conference  of 
the  Eryfepelatous  matter  failing  on  any 
aponeurotic  parts,  or  the  penofteum,  where 
the  inflammation  runs  high,  and  the  oofttuc- 
tion  great]  if  the  pulle  fhould  fink,,  rigors, 
and  lownefs  come  on,  we  muft  then  inftantly 
leave  off  the  cooling  antiphlogiftic  plan  above 

recommended,  and  encourage  a  kindly  lup.pu- 

ration, 
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ration,  by  giving  the  bark  internally,  and 
wme  in  as  large  dofes  as  the  patient  can  bear, 
and  other  light  nourifhing  food,  fuch  as  fago, 
with  wine,  and  lalep,  wine  negus,  &c.  and°to 
cover  the  tumor  with  a  warm  poultice  of 
the  grounds  of  ftrong  beer  and  oatmeal,  and 
if  there  fhould  be  any  appearance  of  an  ap¬ 
proaching  gangrene,  there  may  be  feme  of 
toe  theiidC  i  londinenfis  added  to  the  poultice, 
and  fpirituous  fomentations  applied. 

As  foon  as  the  pus  feerns  to  be  pretty  well 
foiincd,  tne  tumor  fhould  be  opened  with  a 
bifloury,  in  fufficient  length  to  give  difcharge 
to  the  contents  *,  after  which  [if  the  fuppu- 
ration  is  of  a  good  kind,  and  no  farther  mif- 
chief  has  happened  underneath]  by  a  conti¬ 
nuance  of  the  poultice,  bark,  &c.  for  fome 
little  time,  until  all  the  lividnefs  of  the  part 
is  gone  off,  and  all  the  floughy  cellular  mem¬ 
brane  tnomughly  difcharged  from  the  wound, 
the  hollow  parts,  by  gentle  connterpreffure, 
will  collapfe  and  unite,  and  the  wound  will 
put  on  a  healthy  appearance,  and  is  then  to 
be  tieated  as  a  common  phlegmon,  which 
generally  heals  up  very  readily.-But  if,  upon 

..  *  A"d  then  k  wil1  be  fol>nd  that  the  cellular-membrane 

is  in  a  floughy  ftate,  more  or  lets,  the  whole  extent  of  the 
Superficial  inflammation. 
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opening  the  tumor,  the  parts  within  fhould 
not  be  found  in  fuch  a  favorable  ilate,  but 
that  the  aponeurofis  of  fome  muicle,  or  the 
periosteum,  is  become  doughy,  the  cure  wiii 
be  greatly  pro  traded,  and  cur  utmoft  endea¬ 
vours  mull  be  ufed,  by  warm  Simulating 
antifeptic  applications  externally,  as  well  as 
the  bark  and  vinous  cordials  internally,  to 
fupport  the  vis  vitae,  and  to  enable  nature  to 
throw  off  thofe  doughs  properly,  fo  that 
what  remains  may  come  into  iuch  a  found 
ftate  as  to  heal  up  by  common  applications. 

In  cafe  of  gangrene,  Celfus  recommends 
to  cauterize  the  fphacelated  part :  but  this 
maxim,  together  with  others  of  the  Ancients, 
fuch  as  cauterizing  bones,  &c.  are  at  belt  to¬ 
tally  unneceflary,  as  exfoliation  or  calling  off 
of  doughy  parts  is  entirely  a  work  of  nature, 
and  to  be  effeded  chiefly,  if  not  altogether, 
by  fupporting  the  animal  powers  by  means 
of  the  bark  and  other  ft  lengthening  invigo¬ 
rating  remedies,  and  thereby  checking  the 
progrefs  of  mortification. 

We  next  proceed  to  treat  of  that  Eryflpelas 
which  arifes  in  conlequence  only  of  lome  ex¬ 
ternal  injury,  fuch  as  fradure,  contufton, 
wound,  heat  of  the  fan,  burn,  or  fcald. 
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In  as  much  as  it  has  been  proved  improper 
to  ufe  repellent  applications  to  the  critical 
-tnynpelas,  10  it  has  been  found  not  only  fafe> 
but  proper,  and  advifeable  to  apply  them  in 
the  cure  of  that  fort,  which  arifes  from  exter¬ 
na  injury;  the  reafons  for  this  are  very 
obvious,  and  I  cannot  explain  them  better  or 
more  concifely  than  in  the  words  of  Fabri- 
cius  ab  Aquapendente,  viz.  “  Si  Ervfipelas 
fa.aim  eft  a  caufa  externa,  nimirum  a  per- 
cuihone,  aut  calore  partis  affecue,  &c.  re- 
fngerantia  tuto  poflhmus  imponere  loco 

ZT  ’■  fine  vacuatione;  ratio  eft,  quia  fluxio 
eic  excitata  a  parte  recipiente,  &  non  a  mit- 

tente,  &  pars  recipiens  excitavit  fluxionem 
vei  caiore  vei  dolore.”-This  being  the  cafe,’ 
there  is  no  reafon  to  fear  any  ill  confequen- 
ces  armng  from  repelling  the  tumor  as  fail;  as 
poflibie :  if  the  inflammation  runs  high  and 
the  habit  plethoric,  vena  fed  ion  fhould  be 
premi^d  and  an  antiphlogeftic  regimen  pre- 
'-ri  e  (  uch  as  already  diredfed  in  treating  of 
the  critical  Eryfipelas)  as  long  as  there  are 
any  fymptoms  of  ardency,  either  in  the  pulfe 
or  ftate  of  the  tumor,  and  a  faturnine  ap- 
phcation  applied  to  the  part,  the  beft  form  of 

whicn  is  the  aqua-vegeto-mineralis  of  MonC 
oulard,  with  which  linen  cloths  may  be 
wetted,  and  applied  to  the  part,  or,  if  there 

ftouk} 
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fhould  be  a  wound,  a  poultice  may  be  made 

with  feme  of  the  fame,  mixed  with  crumb 

of  frefh  bread,  but  without  any  greafe  *  of 

any 


*  I  cannot  help  indulging  a  thought,  which  occurs  to 
We  in  this  place,  in  accounting  in  another  manner  for  the 
ill  fuccefs  attending  greafy  applications,  in  tins  kind  o 
Eryfipelas,  where  faturnines  are  ufeful  to  repel  °r  refo  ye 
this  inflammation,  viz.  If  there  be  any  truth  in  Dr  She- 
beares  doctrine  of  eledric  fire,  concerning  the  hum 
tody;  and  that  part  of  this  fubtile  fluid  is  continually 
paffing  off  by  the  pores,  in  infenfible  perfp.ration ;  and 
that  every  inflammation  is  only  an  attradhon  and  collec¬ 
tion  of  fuch  elearic  fire  to  a  determined  part  ;  and  that 
the  quality,  which  conftantly  exhales,  is  in  proportion 
to  the  ft  ate  of  the  atmofphere,  that  is,  if  We  air  be  mom 
it  then  becomes  a  conductor  of  the  eieAnc  fluid,  by 
which  means  more  of  it  paffes  off;  and  hence  he  accounts 
for  the  languid  fpirits  and  lax  habits  of  thofe  who  live 
in  damp  climates’  or  marfhy  grounds.— And  on  the  odier 
hand,  when  the  atmofphere  is  clear  and  pure,  and  par  1- 
cularly  in  frofty  weather,  when  the  air  becomes  (as  in¬ 
deed  experiment  proves)  an  electric  per  fe,  and  or  courfe 
a  non-conduftor  of  elearicity„fo  that  the  infenfible  pe  - 
fpiration  is  much  diminifhed  and  the  internal  heat  m- 
creafed,  that  thereby  the  body  becomes  ftronger,  and 
more  vigorous,  and  the  fpirits  more  elate.  So,  I  thin! , 
the  fame  argument  may  hold  good  m  the  application  of 
„reafy  fubftances  to  the  inflamed  Ikin  m  an  Eryfipelas, 
which  (as  all  greafy  fubftances  are  eleftncs,  pw  fe,  and 
non-condufitors  of  the  elearic  fluid)  will  prevent  the  heat 
Lm  pafling  off,  and  by  confining  it  will  excite  more 
and  more  irretation  on  the  nervous  fibnllte,  and  fo  en- 
creafe  the  inflammation  and  induce  fuppuration.  . 

* 
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jny  kind  added,  as  ]  have  always  found  it 

At1  rhout’ as  ;t  * 

'ft  f  ,!U“’  'ud  ?rcra'K  *e  intended 
.  !  >•’=  fatnmine  ingredient,  which  is 

'  “ol  t;!ofe  vefleis>  »  take  off  the  irritation 

T“  pr".ntus"  a,ld  thereby  difperfe  the  in. 
flammatron.  If  every  thing-  goes  on  JjJ 

,  T,  commonly  fnfficient  to  core 

.  .  complaint,  leaving  only,  perhaps,  a  yeI- 

lownefs  or  fcurfinefs  of  the  ilcin  nf '  *  " 

,  -  ■  *kin9  which  g-ra- 

i  u  ally  wears  oft,  or  may  be  a /lifted  with  fom~ 

SrSVbr°r’  0r’  if  the  Ain  ftould 

tinned  e,|  *'  f-  ^  6  t!ftatec*  as  a^eady  men- 

•  ft “he  r7  !  P-7S<  6  biifter3’  and  anoint- 

„  g  ,P  S  Wlt h  the  mixture  of  ol.  lini  and 
..qua  __But  this  kind  of  Eryfipelas 

m  external  injury,  happening  in  a  lax 
moift  or  dropfical  habit,  or  oiJabounding 
with  bad  humours,  requires  very  diffe-enf 

treatment ;  here,  inflead  of  venafhdion  “d 

ail  antiphlogiftic  regimen,  we  rnuft  ufewarm 

curPandah'f0  ^  ^  'V  ^  2r'  Eryflpelata  ab  initio 
.  randa  efle  refngerantibu.  cUm  humiditate,  nor  auC 

«-<* 

n  CX,tdm  materiae  b'liofc  pratcludere,  ne  exhalt  -  • 
quas  materia,  ft  dehnpstnr  \  •  txi*aitt  s 

calidior  redditur  &  r,  v.eh«ment'u*  infeftat,  quia 

lore,  &c.  *  "  acus  rit’  maS,s  moleftat  do- 
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medicines,  a  warm  noundung  antifepttc  diet 
and  fpirituous  applications ;  for,  as  in  this  caie, 
a  gangrene  may  readily  take  place,  we  mu 
exhibit  the  bark,  with  camphor,  wine,  and 
the  vitriolic  acid,  and  by  _  fuch  means  io 
raife  and  fupport  the  vis  vitae,  that^if  the 
tumor  does  not  fubfide  or  difperfe,  it  may 
at  lead:  terminate  in  as  well  conditioned  a 
ftate  of  a  phlegmon  as  can  be  expefted  m 
fuch  a  conftitution  ;  during  the  cure  o 
which  it  muft  be  treated  with  warm  digel- 
tive  applications  ;  and  the  bark,  wine,  &c. 
continued  till  the  patient  is  quite  recovered. 

_ But  if  a  gangrene  diould  take  place,  or  the 

bone,  by  any  external  injury,  be  denuded  of 
its  perioftaeum,  and  an  Erydpelas  be  atten¬ 
dant  upon  the  bare  bone,  it  is  bad ;  for,  as 
Van  Swieten  obferves,  though  an  Erydpelas 
does  not  always  follow  a  bone’s  being  laid 
bare  by  an  accident,  yet,  fays  he,  “  Ubi  his 
malis  accedit  Erydpelas,'  pravum  femper 
fymptoma  eft.”  Such  wounds,  then,  muft 
be  drefled  with  terebinthinate  and  fpirituous 
applications,  and  the  parts  covered  with  warm 
ftimulating  poultices  (without  greafe)  con- 
dfting,  as  already  defcribed,  of  the  grounds 
of  ftrong  beer,  oatmeal,  and  theriaca  Londi- 
nends,  giving  the  bark  and  vinous  cordials, 

&c.  in  as  large  a  quantity  as  can  be  got 

down ; 
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down  ;  but  if  the  patient  fhould  be  fo  very 
low  and  Weak,  that  the  ftomach  will  not 
bear  fuch  medicines,  then  the  cortex,  mixed 
Willi  thei .  AndiOmach  :  may  be  thrown  up 
per  anum  in  large  dofes.  Thefe  are  the  moft 
likely,  and,  perhaps,  the  only  means  to  be  ufed 
in  fuch  deiperate  cafes,  and  1  fhould  be  happy 
to  fay,  I  always  knew  them  fucceed. 

Laflly,  we  proceed  to  treat  of  that  Ery- 
fipelas  in  particular  which  affe&s  the  head 
and  fauces,  wdnch,  though  it  requires  fome- 
what  different  treatment  from  that  already 
mentioned,  affeCting  other  parts  of  the  body, 
yet,  as  it  is  m  fa£t  the  fame  dileafe,  only 
falling  upon  the  head  and  parts  adjacent, 
mftead  of  any  other  part,  fo  it  arifes  from 
the  fame  different  caufes,  namely,  either  a 
previous  bilious  feverifh  difpofition,  or  from 
fome  external  injury,  as  above  related. 

Firf,  then,  we  will  confider  the  treatment 

of  that  Eryfipelas  of  the  head  and  fauces, 

arifing  from  a  heated  fate  of  the  blood  and 
bilious  fever. 

If  a  tumefaction  of  the  fcalp,  and,  alfo,  a 
general  fwelling  of  the  face,  but  particularly 
o.i.  tne  eyelids,  nofe,  lips,  and  ears,  fucceed, 

E  2 
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or  are  attended  with  an  inflammatory  fever, 
the  fir  ft  thing  to  be  done  is  to  draw  blood 
from  the  jugular  vein  (if  the  parts  covering  it 
are  not  fa  fwelled  as  to  render  it  impractica¬ 
ble)  as  far  as  the  pulfe  will  admit  of,  for  we 
are  authorized,  in  this  cafe,  to  make  freer 
with  the  lancet,  than  in  any  otner  (ff ill , 
however,  being  cautious  or  not  icduciug^  dm 
patient  too  much)  where  the  Eryfipelas  is  in 
a  more  remote  part  of  the  body.  “  Nam 
Paulus,  Celfus,  &c.  lays  Fabricxus  ab  Aqua- 
pendente,  fecant  venam  in  Eryfipelate,  circa 
cervicem  &  caput;  quia  hujufmodi  Eryfipe- 
lata  plus  facefi'unt  negotii,  &  aueo  funt  Pcli_ 
culofa,  ut,  nifi  efficax  adhibeatur  auxilium, 
regros  ftrangulent ;  quod  etiam  aiierit  Aetius, 
cap.  59.  lib.  14.  Partes  enim  tonfillis  adjacen- 
tes  trahuntur  in  conienfum,  quae  inflammatae 
fuftocare  folent,  quare  in  tali  Eryfipelate  fan- 
o'uis  eft  mittendus,  propter  periculum  an¬ 
gina;  :  ego  etiam  addo,  fays  Fabricius  ab 
Aquapend.  propter  pericitlum  phrenitidis, 
ous  fieri  folet  ab  Eryfipelate  capitis  intro  re- 
currente.”  Notwithftanding,  then,  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  vensefeftion,  in  this  caie  feemsjfo 
plain,  yet  Galen  treats  it  as  a  matter  of  indif¬ 
ference  ;  for,  though  he  does  not  lay  it  is  im¬ 
proper,  yet  he  hardly  admits  of  its  utility  ; 

and  the  moft  he  fays  in  favor  of  it,  is,  “  Ser- 

,  ■  vanda 
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To  d'l-f  tTenT?tCli°’  pr°  maj'ore  neceflit^c.” 

with  a  “  a  r  b  A<1“P- 

cellitas,  quim  ’„bi  £“""5” 
pencuium  ?  therefore,  fays  he  ■<  d,,“”“"°Et 

* 

thhc^FT-  neCeffity,0f  free  ven£e  fe^ion  in 
ca:e,  being  proved,  to  prevent  a  phrenic 

or  a„g;;;a  ;  the  next  thing  to  be  doneTi 
oS  aiT„7  PrimdS.VIie>  With  lenient  aperients, 

fuch  as  Grinds! 

a  catita,  and  foluble  tartar,  or  for 
more  fpeedy  effeol,  a  cathartic  enema  na’ay  he 

fe  rK?  ter  Which’  parent  thould 

tende  d  ?  '  ant,PhIogiftic  plan,  as  al- 

y  ce, cubed,  to  contemperate  the  heat 
drinking  plentifully  of  febacid  liquors  ai 
cyder  and  water,  lemonade,  rennet  whey 

rtiemes  Vhh'^  dfo  feme  neutral  faline 
canons  m  this  caft,  Serjeant  W.Teman  ad- 

awh  mail  7  th'm  “"'il  'he  <Iifeafe  has  f“ 

gre-  ha.  f  7M.froSreft*  a»d  in  home  de- 
g  •  -as  -pent  its  heat;  and  cautions  againft 

the 
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the  ufe  of  repellents. — We  Ihould,  therefore, 
only  foment  the  parts  with  warm  water  or  a 
decodion  of  fome  emollient  herbs  ;  anu  if  the 
Ik'm  of  the  face  veficates,  the  blitters  mult 
be  {nipt,  to  let  out  the  hot  ferum,  and  the 
parts  anointed  with  oleum  Uni  and  aqua  cal- 
cis  mixed,  as  already  direded  in  fuch  a  cafe. 

But  if,  notwithftanding  all  the  neceffaij 
evacuations  have  been  made,  the  medicines 
and  regimen  attended  to,  the  fwellmg  fhouid 
ftill  continue  the  fame,  or  be  attended  with 
a  delirium,  then  a  blitter  foould  be  applied 
immediately  between  the  {houlders,  an 
warm  ftimulating  cataplafms  to  the  feet ; 
alfo  a  warm  *  pediluvium  may  be  made  uie 
of;  all  which,  commonly,  have  a  very  happy 
effed  in  relieving  the  brain,  tauces,  and  lcalp. 

_ After  this  (if  the  patient  is  to  recover) 

the  febrile  fymptoms  go  oft,  the  tumor  gra¬ 
dually  fubfides,  and  the  pulfe  becomes  low 
and  calm ;  then  the  bark  is  to  be  given,  and 
wine  allowed  (of  which  old  hock  and  rhe- 
nilh  are  beft)  in  proportion  to  the  degree  ot 

*  Baron  Van  Swieten,  (peaking  of  the  danger  attend¬ 
ing  an  influx  of  the  eryfipelatous  matter,  and  the  difficul- 
ty°of  caufing  it  to  return  to  the  furtace  of  the  ton,  &>», 
— Unicum  forte  quod  tentari  poffet,  foret,  ut  in  tali  cafu, 

tota  cutis  externa  balneo  vapons  iaxaretur,  feat 
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heat,  and  by  gradually  improving  the  patient’s 
diet,  he  at  length  recovers. 

Laid  of  all,  we  fhall  offer  a  few  confident 
ions  on  the  treatment  of  an  Eryfipelas 
anfing  merely  in  confequence  of  a  wound, 
mile,  or  any  other  external  injury  to  the 
fcalp.  \V hen,  therefore,  the  fcalp  happens 
to  be  wounded  or  injured  by  any  accident, 
and  a  fwellmg  and  puffinefs  of  the  head  and 
face,  of  a  yellowilh  feint*  fucceed,  with  head- 
ach,  ficknefs^  febrile  heat,  and  other  marks 
o  a  bilious  Eryfipelatous  habit,  ventefeftion 
and  lenient  cathartics  (hould  be  premifed,  the 
head  fhould  be  fhaved,  and  a  warm  fomenta¬ 
tion  made  ufe  of,  as  common  decoffion,  with 

*  Tms  diftinaion  is  neceffary  to  be  made  between  the 
Eryfipelatous  tumor  of  the  fcalp  and  one  arifing  from  I 
punc  ure  or  wound  of  the  aponeurotic  expanfions  of  the 

Mr  Poo  Tmgfrrrf  th£  fca'P;  f0r  in  Reformer,  as 
ici°ufly  obferves,  the  tumor  wears  a  yellowilh 

temt  is  fofter,  the  eyelids,  nofe,  lips,  and  ears  are  parti- 

-  arly  comprehended  in  the  tumor,  and  it  is  attended 

and  h  5  in  the  the  tumor  is  tenfe 

and  highly  mfiamm  to  th£  eyeHdS)  nofc>  ,ipS)  and 

re  not  neceffanly  lwoln ;  and  the  pain  is  intenfe  •  in 
wh.cn  cafe  he  advifes  the  wound  in  the  aponeurofis  to  be 

’  f  t,Cr,W”'ch  the  lnflammati°n  and  fwelling  .give 

way  and  thofe  fymptoms  go  off,  which  operation  is  not 
eceffary  ln  the  Eryfipelatous  tumor,  being  only  an  af- 
fe&ion  of  the  tela  cellulofa. 
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crude  fal  ammoniac,  or  an  addition  of  Gou¬ 
lard’s  extr.  feturni,  warm  fpirit.  Minderen,  or 
anv  fuch  cooling  difcutient  application  ;  1 
have  alfo  feen  very  good  effects  from  the  ap¬ 
plication  of  the  empl.  de  cymmo,  all  ovei  the 
head  or  fcalp.  The  wound  (if  any)  may  be 
d relied  with  a  little  ot  Goulard  s  cerate,  or,  it 
painful,  with  a  poultice  of  the  vegeto-minera 
water,  with  crumb  ot  bread  ;  and  tor  interna 
medicine ;  fome  of  the  fal  corn,  cervi  latu- 
rated  with  lemon  juice,  with  or  wuhout 
nitre,  as  the  heat  requires.- If  there  thou  Id 
he  an  abfcefs  formed  in  any  part  of  the  fcalp 
or  its  neighbourhood,  the  matter  muft  be  let 
out  as  foon  as  poffible,  that  is,  as  loon  as  the 
fluctuation  is  fufficiently  mamfeft;  and  tne 
part  drefl'ed  with  fome  fpirituous  and  fatumine 
application ;  ftridly  avoiding  greaiy  medica¬ 
ments  ;  after  this  the  cure  is  to  be  perfected, 
by  the  fame  kind  of  treatment  (that  is  y 
the  cortex,  wine,  light  noun  thing  diet,  ixc.j 
that  has  been  already  fpoken  of  more  at 
large  in  treating  of  the  critical  Eryfipelas  af¬ 
fecting  the  head. 

the  end. 
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Pave  r  c.  in  the  note ,  for  chirerg.  read  chirurg. 

J7.  line  jo  for  precedent  read  preceding. 

___  Hne  si.  for  antiphlogeftic  read  antiphlogiftic. 
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on  the  Pradice  of  Phyfic  in  London.  3 d  edition  with  Addi¬ 
tions  ,  Price  $s.  Jewed. 

X.  Elements  of  Agriculture  and  Vegetation  :  being  a  Sylla¬ 
bus  of  the  Author’s  Chymical  Ledures.  To  which  is  added  an 
Appendix  for  the  Ufe  of  Pradical  Farmers.  By  the  fame. 
2,nd edition.  Price  2s.  6d.  Jewed. 

XI.  OBfervations  on  the  prevailing  Difeafes  in  Great  Britain. 
Together  with  a  Review  of  the  Hiftory  of  thofe  of  former 
Periods  and  in  other  Countries.  By  John  Millar ,  M.  D.  dhiarto, 
'Price  1  2s.  in  boards. 

XII.  OBfervations  on  Antimony7,  with  Remarks  on  Dr. 
James's  Fevef  Powder.  By  the  fame.  Price  2 s. 

XIII.  Cafes  in  the  Acute  Rhuematifm  and  the  Gout ;  with 
curfory  Remarks  on  the  Method  of  Treatment.  By  Thomas 
Dawjon ,  M.  D.  late  Phyfician  to  the  Middlejex  and  the  London 
Hofpitals,  Price  2 s. 

XI  WE  days  Medical  and  Experimental.  1  The  Empiric. 
2  The  Dogmatic.  3  On  Aftringents  and  Bitters.  4  On  the 
Ufe  and  Operation  of  Blifters.  5  On  Water.  6  On  Inocula¬ 
tion.  7  On  the  Colombo  Root.  8  On  the  Orchis  Root.  9 
On  the  Waters  of  Buxton  and  Matlock  in  Derbyfhire.  10  On 
the  Medicinal  Ufes  of  Fixed  Air.  1 1  On  the  antifeptic  and 
fweetening  Powers,  and  on  the  Varieties  of  faditious  Air. 
jz  On  the  Noxious  Vapours  of  Charcoal.  1  3  On  the  Atrabilis. 
14  On  Sea  Salt,  3  5  On  Coffee.  To  which  are  added  feled 
Hiftories  of  Difeafes  with  Remarks,  and  Propofals  for  eftablifh- 
Ing  more  accurate  and  comprehenfive  Bills  of  Mortality.  By 
Thomas  Perchvaly  M.  D.  F.  R.  and  A.  S.  S.  2  *vol.  8*110.  Pricers. 
Jewed. 

N.  B.  The  Second  Volume  may  be  had  alone  by  thoje  who  are  al¬ 
ready  pojjejjed  oj  the  FirJ.  Price  \s.  Jewed. 

XV.  Gbfervations  and  Experiments  on  the  Poifon  of  Lead. 
By  the  fame,  Price  2s.  Jewed. 

XVI.  Obiervations  and  Experiments  on  the  Poifon  of  Cop¬ 
per.  By  W.  Falconer ,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  Price  2s.  Jewed. 

XVII.  Obiervations  on  the  Ufe  and  various  Preparations  of 
Lead  :  with  Stridures  on  M.  Goulard's  Treatiie.  By  John  Aikin, 
Surgeon.  2nd  edition ,  Price  ir.  6 d. 

XVIII.  Thoughts 
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w*,VIIr  Thoughts  on  Hofpitals.  By  %£„  M;„  q 
Wuh  a  Letter  to  the  Author  Lm  Dr.  iJcZtprlc^X*’ 
XIX.  Experiments  and  Obfervations  on  .  Th„  p 
tion.  Calcination,  and  Medicinal  UfesofA/,/  r  7  FrePara* 
the  folvent  Qualities  of  Calcined  M  t  “  o  %;  2  °n 
m  the  folvent  Powers  of  Ouirt  tL  i  3  °n  *he  Variety 
Quantities,  4  On  various  Ahfnrh  me  when  ufed  ln  different 
its  PutrefaflL.  c  C)7th1  ^““V"  *1°™^  w  ™ard- 
vegetable  Infufions  prepared  with  ?°W?r8  °f 

enmg  Properties  of  Fixed  4ir  Bv  97,  ’  &  V,  6  °"  the  fweet" 
Price  2s.  6d .  fenced.  '  Tbomas  HenV>  Apothecary. 

BiiMrioifof' m"  C°ntainin.£  a  ReP'y  t0  his  Exa- 

the  Name  of  the  kte  res°n  ,the  Magne<ia  fold  under 

By  LtrDUFR  S  the  ®*,"dy  of  E1^icity. 

fe  Jed.  J  y’  '  ■  K  R ■  S ■  ^nd  edition.  Price  zs.  6d. 

ori£™LpeHm“  ts°.r>Bya?he  firne"^-  ^T7’  "N» 

bound.  7  <ame-  Sedition,  yo.  Price  i  /. 
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5:"  **•  •/  inTil  r  <& 

ordlX m Lmmt kamto iSculiaf  sSf  "5*  in 

5MS?  jk,  :;her  »s^?teSfe 

on  “ 

Chapters  ,AThe  ^"7he  °f  Leverpooi,  in  8 

*  Situation,  Climate !  foil  ki^er  fide V*  tt>'mo!o§y- 
Hidory — Gradual  Increafe  ’  a  t’  lE '  3  Ant<ent 

State  of  Population  and  Health4  I°POgraphy,  Dimenfions— 

Sea.  s  Public  S^auit  anfl^ZT'Tc'  ^  A"  and 
Manufactures.  7  Intern'd  PndV^  o  a  •’  6  Commerce  and 

Of  Lancafhire  and  KS', r  Antlent  Stfe  of  this  Part 

umiton  according  to  the  Dooms-day 

Book — 
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Book— Account  of  ieveral  Neighbouring  Places.  Drawn  up 
from  the  Papers  of  the  late  ingenious  Mr  &v  H  and 
from  Other  Materials  fince  colleaed.  By  W.  Enfield,  L.  L.  D. 
lllufirated  -with  Views  of  the  public  StruBures,, engrave-  lyKookti, 
a  Chart  of  the  Harbour,  and  a  Map  of  the  Environs,  znd  edition, 

■fnlio.  Price  ns.  in  boards.  n.  * 

f  XXIX.  The  Hiftory  of  Manchefter,  Book  the  Firft,  By 
the  Rev,  Mr.  Whitaker,  4 to.  Price  18 s.  in  boards. 

N.  B.  The  fecond  Book  is  preparing  for  the  Prefs  and  at ill  be 

fut^xx!  The  Antiqui  ties7  of  Richborough  and  Reculver.  From 
the  Latin  of  Mr.  Archdeacon  Battelj.  Price  zs.  6 d.  fewest. 
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